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Veteran science writer Jon Luoma uncovers the inner workings of an ancient forest, from the

microscopic bugs in the soil to the giant trees.
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Not only was The Hidden Forest a pleasure to read, but Jon Luoma told me so many things I didn't

know. I thought I knew a great deal about forests, since I live next to a park, hike in the mountains,

and have read many books about trees, but this book showed me that there really is a hidden forest

right under my nose that I'd been mostly unaware of. Now, as I walk the trail through the woods, I

think of the 16,000 tiny insects beneath my foot every time I take a step, and I think of the vital work

they do that supports all life on Earth.Policy decisions are being made every day--just recently the

Bush administration announced plans to increase logging of old growth forests--in a political and

economic climate in which most people are ignorant of the science of forest ecosystems. How can

we possibly make the right choices if people are not properly informed? For example, many people

have bought into the notion that protecting old growth hurts the economy and costs jobs. In fact, the

losses in the salmon industry, billions of dollars, could have been prevented if old growth forests had

been protected. Also, millions if not billions of dollars of damage caused by flooding in Washington

and Oregon could have been avoided if the Forest Service had followed the advice of the scientists

at the Andrews Experimental Forest.Still, these scientists haven't even begun to scratch the surface

of what we need to know about forest ecosystems. They haven't even identified half of the species



that live in our forests. How can we know the value of what we are losing if we don't even

understand what it is or how it works? Their work should be funded at a much higher level. (Check

out their web site: [...
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